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IMPACT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITYAND
THE ROLE OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Dr. Vikas Sharma, Associate Professor (ILSR)
Abstract

Though industrialisation plays a very important role in the social
and economic development of a nation in many ways such as
providing employment to masses; increasing income of people;
improving agricultural productivity by mechanization;
etc.,industrialization is also a significant factor leading to
degradation of the environment.Burning of coal and fossil fuel;
discharging harmful chemicals and gas in water, soil and
atmosphere; dumping hazardous wastes including e-wastes and
radioactive wastes; causing noise, air and water pollution;
depleting water level; depleting fertility of soil; excessive
extraction of minerals and natural resources; global warming;
climate change; etc. have threatened sustainable development.
Brundtland Commission defined sustainable development as
“development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs”.Indian Government has adopted various measures for
promoting sustainable development. Onesuch measure has
been taken under Companies Act 2013 by making CSR a legal
obligation for certain class of companies and including promotion
of sustainable development as one of the permitted activities
under CSR.In this paper the authors attempt to study the impact
of industrialization on environmental sustainability, the concept of
corporate social responsibility (CSR), and how CSR contributes
in promotingenvironmental sustainability.

Keywords : Corporate Social Responsibility, CSR, Sustainable
Development, Industrialization, Industrial Development,
Sustainability, Environment Degradation, Companies Act
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